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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicant wishes to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the following references: 
U.S. PATENT (S) : 

Patent No. Patentee Date of Issue 



4, 430, 997 
4,512,345 



DiGiovanni et al 
Green 



Feb. 14, 1984 
Apr. 23, 1985 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT (S) : 



Country 



No. 



Date of Publication 



Germany 
International 



196 03 889 
99/27859 



Aug. 14, 1997 
June 10, 1999 
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The references listed above are relevant because they were 
cited by the International Examiner in the Search Report (copy 
enclosed) of Applicant's counterpart international patent 
application no. PCT/EP00/07010 (MPEP §2001 . 06 (a) ) . 

DE 196 03 889 was also cited by the German Examiner in 
Applicant's counterpart German patent application 199 34 634.8 
(MPEP §2001. 06(a) ) . 

DE 196 03 889 has an English language counterpart, namely U.S. 
Patent No. 5,843,097 submitted herewith. 

WO 99/7859 has an English language counterpart, namely U.S. 
Patent No. 6,352,541 submitted herewith. 



OTHER U.S. PATENT (S) : 

Patent No. Patentee Date of Issue 

5,843,097 Mayenberger et al. Dec. 1, 1998 

6,352,541 Kienzle et al. Mar. 5, 2002 



Copies of the above-listed references are enclosed, together 
with a completed form PTO-1449. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of the subject patent 
application, and therefore no fee is due. 
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Consideration of these references by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested . 

Respectfully submitted, 




Barry R. Lipsitz 

Date: March 13, 2002 Attorney for Applicant (s) 
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196 03 889 
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Germany 
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International 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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